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REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTES 

School administration in Canada. — A report of the administrative practices 
in the cities of Canada has been prepared by Professor W. L. Richardson. 1 
This is the most valuable treatise on current practice in the administration of 
the city schools of Canada that it has been the privilege of the writer to read. 
It contains a splendidly digested mass of facts covering practically every phase 
of city school administration. A survey is made of approximately sixty 
Canadian school systems, but the facts are put together in such a way as to 
give, not a picture of a single city, but a cross-section view of the situation in 
all of the cities of Canada. Frequent comparison is made between the practices 
in Canadian cities and cities of the United States of the same size. 

The strongest chapters, in the judgment of the writer, have to do with the 
school board, the chief activities of the school board, the teaching corps, and 
the departments of school attendance and medical inspection. All of the other 
chapters are strong, with the possible exception of the chapter dealing with 
finance. Probably the financial problems of Canadian cities are too complex 
to be dealt with in a brief digest of forty pages. 

The final chapter gives a summary and contains the recommendations of 
the surveyor. The recommendations are somewhat general and are not based 
entirely upon the facts. They represent, rather, the generalized experience of 
the author and his views of what ought to prevail in the ideal city school system. 
This is perhaps the most hopeful aspect of the book, for, after all, current 
practices do not always furnish the best standards. An expert's generaliza- 
tions should go beyond current practice and should include recommendations 
based upon comparative education. 

A striking fact, shown on every page of the book, is the great similarity 
between Canadian school systems and school systems of equal size in the United 
States. An analysis of the policies and practices of an equal number of Ameri- 
can cities would reveal practically the same results. It is gratifying to observe 
that the cities of the United States compare as favorably as they do with the 
cities of Canada. Sometimes Americans have felt that Canadian schools are 

1 William Leeds Richardson, The Administration of Schools in the Cities of the 
Dominion of Canada. Toronto, Ontario, Canada: J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., 1922. 
Pp. xviii+3is. 
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superior to theirs. Nothing in this report would seem to show any particular 
superiority of the city schools of one country over the other. A superintendent 
of schools, in reading the study, gets the impression that school boards and 
officers in Canada are dealing in the same way with the same que tions as are 
school boards and officers in the United States. 

A surprising fact is brought out on page 7 to the effect that in Canada 
there is no outstanding school for the training of school administrative officers. 
The author's suggestion that Canada create some general educational clearing 
house is a decidedly worthy one. As poorly equipped as we are in the United 
States with our present Bureau of Education and our present state depart- 
ments of public instruction, American city school administrators may at least 
congratulate themselves upon a favorable showing when compared with 
Canada. 

The study is a valuable addition to the literature of comparative education 

and ought to stimulate Canadian educators to a more careful systematization 

of their practices and the creation of a more adequate means of exchange of 

methods and ideas between administrators. 

E. E. Lewis 
Rockford, Illinois 



New monograph on secondary education. — There appears to be a common 
belief that the American public high school is a people's college and that the 
various occupational, social, and racial groups are represented in the high 
school in fairly equal proportions. Dr. Counts has undertaken to determine 
the amount of truth contained in this belief and has reported his findings in 
a recent monograph. 1 His data do not give much support to the idea that the 
public high school in the larger cities is no longer selective in the sense that this 
term was used in describing the high school of twenty years ago. The data 
used as a basis for the investigation were taken from the high schools in four 
cities, namely, Seattle, Washington; St. Louis, Missouri; Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut; and Mount Vernon, New York. The data were secured through 
questionnaires returned by high-school pupils, giving information showing 
the various groups represented in the high schools. Information was also 
secured concerning the present and contemplated persistency of pupils in school 
together with information relating to the psychological selection of the student 
body. 

Dr. Counts finds that the high-school population in the four cities studied 
is recruited very largely from the homes of the professional and business groups 
and that the children of the laboring groups enter the high school in relatively 
small numbers. He finds that children coming into the high schools from the 
different occupational groups exhibit different tendencies in their selection of 

1 George Sylvester Counts, The Selective Character of American Secondary 
Education. Supplementary Educational Monographs, No. 19. Chicago: Depart- 
ment of Education, University of Chicago, 1922. Pp. xviii+156. $1.50. 



